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2010/2011 Legislative Committee
11/4/10 Meeting Summary
· Introductions.  The Meeting was called to order at 7:10 a.m. by Ms. Casper as Mr. Castle was setting up a projector.  Introductions were made and the following committee members were present:  Melissa Bean; Rebecca Casper; Lyle Castle; Robb Chiles; Ann Howell; Barry Johnson; Bill Lapansky; Linda Martin; John McGimpsey; Erik Simpson, Tim Solomon; Carol Spain; Russ Spain; Amy Taylor; and Jeff Thompson.
· Goal and Purpose of the Committee.  In addition to the customary duties of producing the Legislative Bookmark and conducting weekly teleconferences with the IF delegation during the session, the committee discussed the value of reporting keeping the Chamber’s general membership informed.  Mr. Chiles mentioned that the Chamber’s new monthly luncheon format included in-person committee reports to be given during the 3rd Tuesday luncheon of the month.  
· Committee Housekeeping

· Determination of Membership.   The committee reiterated that all chamber members are welcome to join the committee or attend the meetings.  But the regular e-mailing list is to be used primarily for those who attend the meetings or ask to be on the list.  Some committee members expressed concern that they had not received the early notice of the meeting (that was sent out to the entire chamber membership).  Mr. Chiles offered to check the mailing list for omissions.
· Establish Meeting Schedule (time and place).  This is still up in the air.  There were two discussions.  One was centered on finding a more convenient time for the Legislative Committee to meet and the other was centered on finding time that was more convenient for the delegation during the session so as to make it possible for as many delegation members as possible to be on the phone call.  An email was to be sent to the delegation members to ask them about a better phone call time. As for the committee; the times of Thursdays at 7, noon, and 4 were all discussed. Committee members were to check their schedules and an email inquiry was to be sent out. The next meeting will be held at the customary 7am time slot..
· Committee “Phases.”  There are essentially four phases to the committee’s annual life-cycle:  1) Pre-session, 2) Session (with Chamber Days); 3) Post session, and 4) Hiatus.
· Selection of a Scribe/Committee Leadership.  Committee members were to check to see if their organizations or budget could allow someone to find a dedicated committee scribe for the purpose of recording and preparing meeting minutes/summaries.  This would allow all committee members to fully participate in the meetings and ensure that meeting minutes would be kept and recorded/posted on the Chamber website.  Holding meetings during workday hours (8-5) might increase the chances of finding someone (perhaps an EITC) students who would be willing to intern with the committee.  Committee Leadership includes a Chair, a Vice-chair, and a past Chair—each serving a one-year term.  This model will provide the committee with continuity of leadership.
· Adopt Regular Business Meeting Agenda.  A copy of the proposed meeting agenda was distributed.  Committee members adopted the format with two additions: website updates and a committee calendar.
· Website Information and/or Revisions.  The Chamber is currently revising its entire website.  The committee members looked at the current pages dedicated to the Legislative Committee and suggested changes for Mr. Chiles to follow up on.  Additional suggestions should be emailed to Mr. Chiles.  The process of building the pages will be ongoing and addressed at every committee meeting until the site is up and running.
· Chamber Alliance Report.  Mr. Chiles summarized the legislative positions to be taken by the Alliance during the upcoming session.  He referred the committee to the Alliance website.  Further discussion focused on how the Alliance website might be better used to inform our own members.  It was suggested that links be employed to facilitate the maximum sharing of Alliance information.
· 2011 Bookmark Discussion. Preparation of the 2011 bookmark is behind schedule.  The committees all kicked off a bit later than usual and have all been asked to present their legislative priorities to the committee  by  its November 18th meeting.  Work will on editing and refining the bookmark then proceed throughout December.  A final (final) version must be ready to be presented to the Chamber Board of Directors by January 18th.  A discussion was held as to whether or not the committee should hold the local legislative delegation accountable for the priorities listed on the bookmark.  This discussion simply introduced the idea and further discussion is needed.
· 2011 Chamber Days at the Legislature.  The 2011 Chamber Days will be held January 30-31st.  Details to follow.
· Follow-up.  Committee members were to check their schedules and begin studying the bookmark.  The next meeting will focus on bookmark editing and preparation.
· Next Meeting.  Thursday, November 18th at 7am in the shared conference room at Snake River Landing –next door just past Senator Risch’s suite of offices.  A laptop and a projector will be needed at this meeting.
